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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF SCHOOLS OF THE AMERI- 
CAN INSTITUTE OF HEBEEW (1887). 



To the Members of the American Institute of Hebrew : 

The Principal of Schools herewith submits his third annual report. The 
report will take up, first, the Correspondence School, secondly, the Summer 
Schools, thirdly, certain general matters relating to the work as a whole. 

I. THE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL. 

The seventh year of the Correspondence School has just closed, in which 
and in the two years preceding it has been under the direction of the American 
Institute of Hebrew. 

1. Membership of the School. 

1. The membership of the Elementary Course 318 

2. " " " Intermediate " 176 

3. " " " Progressive " 80 

4. " " " Advanced " 19 

5. " " " Cognate Courses 18 

Total Membership 611 

2. Various Statistics concerning the work of the School. 

1. New members enrolled during 1887 201 

2. Students stopping work during 1887 139 

3. Students graduated from one or more courses during 1887 79 

4. Various denominations represented 32 

5. States and countries, a) in United States and Canada 48 

b) in other lands 12 

6. Average age of men at work .-. 33 

7. Number of women in the School 20 

8. Number of men not in the ministry 101 

9. Number of examination-papers corrected in Elem. Course 1940 

10. " " " Interna. " 1300 

11. " " " Prog. " 615 

12. " " " Adv. " 17 

13. " " " Cog. Courses 78 

14. Total number of examination-papers corrected 3950 

15. Letters written with examination-papers 849 

16. " " to men not at work 711 

17. " " to inquirers 820 

3. Remarks tjpon>the Statistics. 

The number of examination-papers corrected during 1886 was 4313 ; during 
1887, 3950. The working year 1887 closed December 1st, thereby cutting off one 
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month. There was also, for some unaccountable reason, a great falling off in 
the number of papers sent in during the early part of the year ; but this was coun- 
terbalanced by the fact that during the latter part of the year there was a marked 
increase as compared with the preceding year. 

During the first six years of the School there were entirely completed 219 
courses; during the present year, 79, or about one-third as many as during the 
preceding six years. 

During 1886 one hundred and thirty-four members gave up work without 
entirely finishing the course upon which they were engaged; during 1887, one 
hundred and thirty-nine, about the same number. The following occasions may 
be assigned : (a) A number of deaths have occurred, (b) Several who were reck- 
oned as members on the last report, although having sent in no lessons for a year, 
were dropped from the list soon after the beginning of the year, (c) A very large 
number of men have taken up the study and continued it until an opportunity 
came to enter a theological seminary; and taking up the Hebrew work in the 
seminary, there was neither time nor necessity for retaining membership in the 
Correspondence School, (d) Several gave up work because the tuition-fee hereto- 
fore paid by the course, was made payable annually, (e) Other causes for retire- 
ment have been failure of health, overpressure of regular duties, permanent 
appointment to some denominational work, discouragement, insufficient education, 
and poverty. 

4. The Advanced Course. 

The Advanced Course, so long promised, is now in operation. The course 
includes (1) a critical examination of Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, (2) a study 
of the history of those times, (3) the accents, and (4) syntax. It will be completed 
in twenty double-lessons, of which several have already appeared. 

5. The Cognate Coueses. 

There has not been found to be much demand for the courses in the cognate 
languages. A few ministers and some professors have undertaken the work 
and are making fair progress. This work is carried on at no cost to the Insti- 
tute ; the expense in no case exceeding the receipts from tuition-fees. 

6. The English Correspondence School of Hebrew. 

It is a matter of great interest that the London Sunday School Union has 
undertaken to establish a correspondence school of Hebrew. The general plan of 
their work is similar to that of our own School, though details are quite different. 
The three courses offered and bearing the same names include only 12 lessons 
each, and cover the ground of our Intermediate. With the backing furnished by 
such a corporation as the London Sunday School Union this project may certainly 
be expected to prosper. 

7. Assistants in the Correspondence School. 

In the work of the Correspondence School, the Principal has been aided 
during the year by Mr. C. Eugene Crandall, Mr. Robert F. Harper and Eev. W. 
W. White. It is with sincere regret that he is unable to report any favorable 
change in the condition of Mr. Frederic J. Gurney, whose withdrawal from the 
work a year ago was occasioned by an attack of nervous exhaustion, brought on, 
it is feared, by too close application to the severe and confining work of the Cor- 
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respondence School. Mr. Crandall has proved himself a most valuable assistant, 
and has taken up the work formerly done by Mr. Gurney. Mr. White, on account 
of changes in his plans, was compelled to give up his connection with the School 
Sept. 1st. Within a few days Eev. A. M. Wilson has assumed the duties hitherto 
devolving upon Mr. White. Mr. E. P. Harper's work has been exclusively in 
connection with the Cognate Courses. 

8. The Work in General. 

There is ground for the belief that the correspondence work during the year 
just closing has taken deeper root than ever before. The character of the men 
entering upon it has been higher ; the interest manifested has been greater ; the 
results accomplished by the individual students have been more marked. Although 
the amount of work performed by the Institute's officers has been as great as that 
of last year, by economical arrangement the expense has been diminished $254.49, 
being as follows : 

Tor salaries $1,180.85 over against $1,385.56 

" printing and stationery, 275.79 " 376.61 

" advertising and postage, 265.08 " 191.18 

" general expense 25.21 " 15.67 

II. THE SUMMEK SCHOOLS. 

1. Under the direction of the Institute, four Summer Schools were held, viz.: 
Philadelphia School, June 16-July 15 (Protest. Epis. Divinity School, Phila- 
delphia, Pa.) ; New England School, June 30-July 29 (Newton Theol. Institution, 
Newton Centre, Mass.); Southern School, July 28-Aug. 26 (University of Vir- 
ginia, Univ. of Va., Va.) ; Chicago School, Aug. 4-Sept. 2 (Garrett Biblical Insti- 
tute, Evanston, 111.). 

2. The School held this year at Chautauqua was not under the direction of the 
Institute. For the details of the indvidual Schools, the principal would refer to 
the accompanying special reports of the several committees ; here a few general 
points may be considered. 

3. The Instructors engaged in the Schools were as follows : 

Wm. G. Ballantine, D. D., Oberlin, O. Wallace W. Lovejoy, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Oberlin Theological Seminary. Bef. Epis. Divinity School. 

Willis J. Beecher, D. D., Auburn, N. Y. W. W. Moore, D. D., Hampden Sidney, Va. 

Auburn Theological Seminary. Union Theological Seminary. 

Chas. Buf us Brown, Ph.D., Newt. Centre, Mass. Jno. P. Peters, Ph. D , Philadelphia, Pa., 

Newton Theological Institution. Prot. Episc. Divinity School. 

James A. Craig, Ph. D., Cincinnati, O. Ira M. Price, Ph. D., Morgan Park, HI. 

Lane Theological Seminary. Baptist Union Theol. Seminary. 

C. E. Crandall, M. A., New Haven, Conn. Jas. M. Bawlings, Univ. of Va., Va. 

Corresp. School of Am. Inst, of Hebrew. University of Virginia. 

Edward L. Curtis, Ph. D., Chicago, 111. Geo. H. Schodde, Ph. D., Columbus, O. 

McCormiek Theol. Seminary. Capital University. 

Wm. B. Harper, Ph. D., New Haven, Conn. Barnard C. Taylor, M. A., Chester, Pa. 

Yale University. Crozer Theological Seminary. 

Robert F. Harper, Ph D., New Haven, Conn. Severe F. Weidner, D. D., Bock Island, 111. 

Yale University. Lutheran Theol. Seminary. 

Herman V. Hilprecht, Ph. D., Phila., Pa. A. M. Wilson, M. A., New Haven, Conn. 

University of Pennsylvania. W. W. White, M. A., New Haven. Conn. 
M. Lindsay Kellner, M. A., Cambridge, Mass. Corresp. School of Am. Inst, of Hebrew 

Episcopal Divinity School. W. B. Wright, M. A., Fort Ann, N. Y. 
*3 
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The membership of the four Schools included two hundred and seventy, over 
against one hundred and eighty-five for the same Schools during 1886, an increase 
of about 46 per cent. 

4. This year, even to a greater extent than last, did men attend more than one 
School. A large number, for example, of the students of the Philadelphia and 
New England Schools attended also the School held at the University of Virginia. 

5. The feeling was stronger this year than last that to accomplish the work 
desired, the Institute must continue its present policy of holding Schools in dif- 
ferent localities. The suggestion that two Schools might be united was everywhere 
strenuously opposed. The opinion prevails that the end in view, viz., the awak- 
ening of greater interest in Old Testament and Semitic studies, can be brought 
about by selecting important centres in the various divisions of the country and 
working out from these. As a result of the conferences held with many gentlemen 
interested in the work, the Principal will later present certain recommendations 
bearing on this point. 

6. The School organized by the order of the Executive Committee at the 
University of Virginia was, as will appear from the special report, very successful, 
the attendance being about double that of the former School, the personel of 
the School including representative men from nearly every part of the South. To 
the gentlemen who served upon the financial committee, the Rev. H. M. Jackson, 
D. D., of Virginia, the Eev. James M. Rawlings, Chaplain of the Univ. of Va., 
and others, there is due much praise for the energetic and successful manner in 
which they performed their duties. 

III. THE WORK 1ST GENERAL. 

1. The Principal's Work. 

Without entering, as in former reports, into details, it may be of interest to 
state (1) that the Principal spent two weeks at each of the four Summer Schools, 
teaching upon an average, six hours per day; (2) that he has given about two 
hours a day throughout the entire year to the general work of the Institute, which 
includes the correspondence (a) with those making inquiries for information, (b) 
with students in the Correspondence School in relation to their work and to the 
difficulties with which they are troubled, (c) with delinquents in the Correspond- 
ence School, (d) with the gentlemen who were to give instruction in the various 
Summer Schools, (e) with men whose names were suggested by members of the 
School, (f) in connection with the collection of the endowment-fund and the 
securing of new subscriptions, and (g) in connection with other routine work ; and 
(3) that he has traveled about 5,000 miles while engaged in the Institute's work. 

2. The Endowment-fund. 

The sum of $5,413 has been received over against $4,881 of last year. Of 
this only $3,113 have come from the endowment-fund. The falling short is within 
$43 the same as that of last year. The remaining $2,310 is to be classified under 
the head of new subscriptions. These were secured chiefly from southern gen- 
tlemen for the Southern School, and from other gentlemen in view of the fact that 
no tuition-fee was to be charged. It is evident that the difficulty of securing 
funds will be no less during the coming year. 

3. The Expenses fob the Yeak. 

Without anticipating the Treasurer's report, the following statements will be 
in place : 
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1. The expenses of the Correspondence School have been $1,752.43 ($254.49 
less than last year). The receipts from fees have been $1,256.28 ($2.75 more than 
last year). The fees plus the appropriation of $600 exceed the expenses by $103.85. 

2. The Summer School expenses of 1887 exceeded those of 1886, as follows : 
At the Philadelphia School $ 27.40 

" Newton Centre " 101.25 

" Southern " 496.91 

Chicago " 141.14 

3. Expenses of Summer Schools have exceeded fees and appropriations ($600), 
as follows : 

At the Philadelphia School $203.00 

" New England " 227.57 

" Chicago " 151.32 

581.89 

4. This apparent deficit of the Schools was covered by special contributions 
and receipts in lieu of fees, as follows : 

Benjamin Douglass, Chicago, $250.00 

The professors and students at Evanston, El 250.00 

Daniel McWilliams, Brooklyn, N. Y 300.00 

The advertisement of Chas. Scribner's Sons, N. Y 100.00 

John D. Rockefeller 100.00 

5. The Endowment Fund expense has been $119.90 against $48.80 of last 
year. This is due to the greater effort required to collect old subscriptions, and 
secure new ones. 

6. The Institute general expenses, including rent, interest, etc., was, on the 
other hand, $232.07 against $383.69 of last year, a difference of $151.62. 

7. The total expenses of the year have been $7,682.01 against $7,277.43, an 
increase of $404.58 ; about the amount of difference between the Southern Summer 
School of last year and that of this. 

8. The incidental fees (including the New England room-fees) were $684, 

about 58 per cent, of the receipts from tuition-fees of the preceding year 

($1,167.85). 

4. Recommendations. 

After consultation with many of the gentlemen who have shown deepest 
interest in the work of the Institute, and in part upon the basis of the report which 
has just been read, the Principal would submit the following recommendations: 

1. That since the work of the Institute was originally undertaken for a period 
of only five years, of which three have now passed, and since the results already 
accomplished in various forms have to a reasonable extent justified the efforts 
made and the money expended, steps be taken toward a permanent organization, 
and that to this end the Institute at its approaching meeting appoint a committee 
of three gentlemen to consider this question, and to report at the next annual 
meeting (1) upon the desirability of a continuance after the five years have passed, 
and (2) upon a plan for such continuance if this is resolved upon by them. 

2. To organize a Summer School at or near Kansas City, provided that thirty 
students shall be guaranteed, and all necessary expenses be arranged for. 

3. To organize Summer Clubs at St. Thomas, Canada, and Richmond, Ky., 
provided that (a) twenty students be guaranteed, (b) there shall be no expense to 
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the Institute, (c) the cordial consent of Professors of O. T. subjects, who live in 
the neighborhood, be previously obtained, (d) the Instructors be appointed by the 
Principal of Schools. 

4. That (1) in view of the difficulty of persuading ministers to give their 
entire vacation of four weeks to the severe work of a Summer School, (2) in order 
to take away any occasion for men who have entered a School to leave before the 
final close of the exercises, (3) in order to make it possible for the Principal to 
attend as large a number of the Schools as possible, and yet to be present at those 
Schools from their beginning to the close, (4) in order to avoid the overlapping of 
Schools, and thus make it possible for men to take two or more consecutive 
Schools, if they are so inclined, and (5) in accordance with the opinion of the 
Instructors of last year's Schools, that each School be held during the coming 
summer eighteen full days, or three weeks instead of four weeks. 

5. That since the original Endowment Fund becomes less and less each year, 

on account of the death, the failure, or the indifference of certain donors, the 

individual members of the Institute be urged to take a more active part in 

securing funds, to cover the expenses of the work now being carried on by the 

Institute. 

Eespectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM B. HAEPEK. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE AMERICAN INSTI- 
TUTE OF HEBREW 

I. DONOES AND DONATIONS. 



Anderson, Prof. J. J.,Holland, Mich.. . $ 25.00 

Anderson. Gen. Jos. B., .Richmond. Va. 100.00 

Bailey, W. S., North Evanston, 111 6.00 

Banker, Bev. J. B., Santa Ana, Cal 2.00 

Barker, Bev. J. W., Evanston, 111 5.00 

Bartlett, Bev. F. W., Williamstown, 

Mass 2.00 

Beecher, Prof. Willis J., Auburn, N. Y. 50.00 

Bissell, Prof. Edwin O., Hartford, Conn. 5.00 

Bradford, Bev. C, Evanston, 111 2.00 

Bradish, Bev. J. Q., New York, N. X . . . . 5.00 

Brown, Alex., Philadelphia, Pa 50.00 

Brown, Prof. Chas. B., Newton Centre, 

Mass 25.00 

Brown, Bev. Bichard, Evanston, 111 7.50 

Brumbaugh, Bev. E. H., Evanston, 111.. 5.00 

Bryan, Joseph, Eichmond, Va 100.00 

Burnham, Prof. S. , Hamilton, N. Y 20.00 

Butler, J. H., Philadelphia, Pa 15.00 

Carson, Bev. Wm., Evanston, 111 5.00 

Carwardine, Bev. W. H., Evanston, 111.. 5.00 

Caulkins, V. T., Newton Centre, Mass.. 4.00 

Charlton, Bev. Adam, Lynedoch, Ont... 3.00 

Clissold, H. E., Morgan Park, 111 10.00 

Coffin, Lemuel, Philadelphia, Pa 50.00 

Colby, Chas. L., Milwaukee, Wis 10.00 

Colby, Bev. Henry F., Dayton, 5.00 

Converse, Edmund W., Boston, Mass... 20.00 

Converse, Jno. H., Philadelphia, Pa 25.00 

Converse, J. W., Boston, Mass 25.00 

Craig, Bev. E., Englewood, HI 5.00 

Craig, Prof. Willis G., Chicago, 111 20.00 

Crandall, C. E., New Haven, Conn 10.00 

Crandall, Ezra, Milton, Wis 25.00 

Crawford, Bev. Angus, Theol. Sem., Va.. 50.00 

Crowell, Geo. E., Brattleboro, Vt 25.00 

Crozer, J. Lewis, Philadelphia, Pa 25.00 



Crozer, Samuel A., Chester, Pa 25.00 

Currier, Prof. A. N., Towa City, la 2.50 

Curtis, Prof. E. L., Chicago, 111 50.00 

Curtis, S. M., Newark, Del 5.00 

Dales, Bev. J. B., Philadelphia, Pa 50.00 

Dana, Bev. S. W., Philadelphia, Pa 25.00 

Davis, Bev. Geo. W., Huron, N. Y 15.00 

Denio, Prof. P. B., Bangor, Me 25.00 

Denison, Jno. N., Boston, Mass 50.00 

Dexter, Kev. Henry M., Boston, Mass.. 10.00 

Dodd, Prof. T. J., Nashville, Tenn 10.00 

Dodge, Bev. J. S., New York, N. Y 50.00 

Douglass, Benjamin, Chicago, 111 450.00 

Edmonson, Bev. S. P., Hammond, Ind.. 5.00 

Everts, Bev. W. W., Jr., Haverhill, Mass. 25.00 

Ferguson, Bev. B. H., Newton Centre, 

Mass 4.00 

Field, Samuel, Philadelphia, Pa 20.00 

Fleming, Bev. B. I., So. Chicago, 111 5.00 

Fox, Bev. E. L., Evanston, III 5.00 

Flack, Bev. G. K., Evanston, 111 10.00 

Frazier, W. W., Jr., Philadelphia, Pa.. . . 50.00 

Gaines, Mrs. G. K., Holland, Mich 5.00 

Gallup, Bev. Jason, Evanston, 111 5.00 

Gardner, Bev. C, Winchester, Mass 1.00 

Gifford, Bev. W. E., Evanston, 111 7.50 

Goddard, Bev. M. E., Evanston, III 7.50 

Goodman & Dickerson, Chicago, 111 50.00 

Graham, James, Preparation, la 5.00 

Grover, W. O., Boston, Mass 100.00 

Hannon, Bev. J. W. (D. D.), Lynchburg, 

Va 25.00 

Hanson, Bev. W., Evanston, 111 5.00 

Harmon, Bev. J. F., Evanston, 111 5.00 

Harper, W. B., New Haven, Conn 600.00 



